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Job 38:1, 8-11, 2 Cor 5:14-17, Mk 4:35-41 

We can only take so much!  How many times have we all been overwhelmed by the storms of 

life.  When I say “storms” I mean those things that, like the strong winds of a storm, push us off course; 

like the powerful waves, make the trip uncomfortable; like the unpredictable swaying of the waves, 

make you seasick and want to vomit.  When the winds of life (the pressures and responsibilities we 

have) blow us off the course that we have set, when the waves of life (the things that go wrong or plans 

that fail) make the trip through life uncomfortable, when the unpredictable events make us a little sea 

sick on the journey of life we definitely want relief.  Do we rely on our own wits and abilities?  Do we 

call to Jesus?  Do we think of giving up? 

 In the Gospel, Jesus calls the disciples to cross to the other side of the sea.  This was a potentially 

risky thing.  The Sea of Galilee can be notoriously treacherous.  Winds sweep down from the mountains 

and can bring up a storm very quickly.  The disciples go with Him - they are there to follow Jesus - so 

they go.  What’s to worry, many of them are experienced fishermen and have been though many storms - 

- they probably figured that they have this under control.  Just like us, when we set out to serve the Lord, 

we leave the shelter of the shore (the supposedly safe place of just trying to take care of ourselves).  

Things can become difficult.  The first thought may be that we should have not listened to Jesus and 

stayed on the shore.  But we forget that being on the shore - and trying to avoid any possible risk - has 

its own perils (ever been in-land when a hurricane struck, ever been through a pandemic, ever been on 

the shore when a tidal wave hits!).  Get on the boat, don’t get on the boat - there are always going to be 

problems and strains in life.  It is a choice.  The disciples get in the boat, they follow Jesus. 

 Then they get hit with a storm.  They are taken off course, they are pummeled by things that 

made the trip difficult, they were miserable.  It must have been pretty bad - the ship was filling with 

water (as we sometimes get to the point that we can’t take on any more without sinking), and although 

they had been in many storms before - they were afraid.  Yet, Jesus was there the whole time.  But He 

seems not to be helping, “what’s the point of having him here?”, they must have thought.  Ever enter a 

time when you are being blown off course, when your being hit from all sides, when you are filling up to 

the sinking point?  It may seem that Jesus is just asleep, not willing to help, not caring.  When they go to 

wake him, I’ll bet one of them had a bucket in his hand as if to pass it to him so he could help bail out 

the boat.  The doubt His love and commitment to them: do you not care that we are perishing? 



 In typical fashion, Jesus doesn’t answer the question - he shows the answer!  In their short-

sightedness they have allowed themselves to become overwhelmed by the storm and its potential 

dangers.  They have doubted Jesus, and wondered why he was not trying to deal with the situation by 

their time table and with their methods.  When Jesus rebukes the storm and it stops, He is answering the 

question do you not care that we are perishing? His action speaks loudly two responses to the doubters 

that should help us as we wonder if Jesus is sleeping during our storm. 

 First response, “of course I care.”  The doubting of Jesus’ love because things aren’t going well 

is a common mistake.  Of course he loves you - love is not just shown in going ahead of you to make 

sure that everything you could trip over is moved out of the way in front of you.  Love is not only shown 

in making things go the way I think they should go, love is not only shown in putting you in a cage and 

wrapping you with bubble wrap to be sure that you don’t make a bad decision and hurt yourself - 

actually that’s not really love - that’s possession.  But Jesus is there, He has not left them in the boat 

alone, He has not abandoned them.  Of course He does care - answer number 1. 

 Second response, “I can take care of this.”  He looks down at the bailing bucket in their hands 

and shakes his head.  We often hand Him “the bucket” assigning Jesus His job to do to fix the situation.  

Like the child that hands you a roll of tape to fix the piece of siding that has just fallen off the house, we 

have a limited set of plans to fix broken things.   Jesus is patient, He knows that the tools you have given 

him to fix the situation are so limited (just like handing him scotch tape to hold vinyl siding to a house 

will not really be a good solution).  He gently asks you to put them down - to simply trust in Him.  

Perhaps Jesus took the bucket from their hands, and lovingly looked at them as he put it down on the 

deck of the boat.  He doesn’t join the bucket brigade - he stops the storm!  He is not limited to doing 

what we could do, He is not simply a more powerful version of ourselves that can use human ingenuity 

to fix it.  He can do it without our directions - He can take care of this - response number 2. 

 Why does He care? How come He’s got the power to be the solution to the storm?  The disciples 

ask: who is this whom even the wind and sea obey?  We know the answer.  He is the God who has the 

power to do all things. To lovingly put down our puny bucket or roll of scotch tape when we hand it to 

Him, and take the lead - if we don’t try to get in the way.  The storms, the risks, the discomforts that 

come to us in following Jesus are worth it.  Why?  Because He is with us.  Because He cares for us and 

will not let the boat sink.  Because He is leading us to something better.  Jesus has ways of getting us 

through the storm that we don’t know about, He has ways to turn things around that we can imagine.  

Being in the boat with Him, no matter how bad the storm, we will always finally get to the other shore.


